
Here are some tips to use along your child’s journey of 
learning to love books. 
Most importantly, please remember that sharing books should 
be an enjoyable and stress-free experience.  Whilst we will be 
teaching them the necessary skills for reading, it is at home 
with you that they have the chance to fully enjoy their books. 

General	  
Fully sharing books with your child will help all aspects of 
their literacy: speaking, listening, writing and drama, as well 
as reading. 
Read or tell favourite stories again and again – children love 
this – especially traditional fairy stories, nursery rhymes, 
classics (old and new), and stories that you remember from 
your own childhood. 
Please, please, please do not stop reading stories to your child 
just because they’re starting to read independently: even when 
they get to be really good readers, they still love to hear 
stories and it really helps their story language, 
comprehension, and continues to develop their imagination. 

Literacy	  isn’t	  just	  about	  Books	  
There are lots of opportunities to read with your child – things 
you can see when in the car (signs), shopping (signs and 
logos), in the bath, in bed – whenever you can make it special 
and fun. 
Do continue to sing nursery rhymes and songs together at 
every opportunity! 
Many other activities can improve memory, concentration, 
attention to detail, and fine motor skills: card and board 
games, dominoes, Lego, Meccano, sewing, play dough, 
cooking, tracing, drawing, painting, spot-the-difference, etc.   
Encourage your child to tell you their favourite stories, to 
create puppet shows and plays with friends, and make 

scrapbooks and diaries.  This can be alone, with you, with 
friends – a mixture is ideal. 

Sharing	  a	  Book	  
Choose a time when you are not too busy and your child is not 
tired.  A relaxed and enjoyable reading time will pass on very 
strong messages about what fun reading is. 
Before reading a book, take time to talk about the title and the 
cover, talk about what the book might be about, and what 
might happen. 
Sometimes it is fun to take it in turns reading a page, or just 
use the pictures to make up a whole new story, or even just 
play word-spotting games. 
Share the stories and talk to each other about the pictures.  
The pictures are often vital and contain a lot of detail that can 
be discussed (don’t cover them up: children use clues in the 
pictures to help them to understand the story). 
Compare events in the books with your own, shared 
experiences. 
When you have finished sharing a book together, take time to 
discuss it, e.g. what you both enjoyed or didn’t enjoy, who 
your favourite characters were, what different endings could 
have happened, and for all of these, talk about why do you 
both think that.  Please try not to accept one-word answers, 
but encourage them to talk in sentences.  Do check that they 
have understood the story and can retell the important parts 
in the correct order: understanding what they have heard or 
read is just as important as the individual words. 

 

Remember, ENJOY! 
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