
 

Governor newsletter Winter 2018 

Dear parents and guardians 

As this term comes to an end and everyone takes a well-earned break, we thought we would update you with what 

we have been up to since the start of the new school year in September. 

The most obvious change for us this year is that we welcomed Mrs Alexander as the new Headteacher.  It is vital 

that the governors have a good working relationship with everyone at the school and we have thoroughly enjoyed 

working with Mary this term. She has made some positive changes and we are looking forward to building on the 

great start to the school year. 

We have a new teacher in Earth class working with the year 5 and 6 students.  Mrs Anna Branson was recruited 

during the summer term and came via a strong interview and selection process. She has settled in well and shares 

the teaching week with Mrs Alexander. 

We have also had a change within the membership of the governors.  Earlier this term we said goodbye to Mr Jamie 

Stewart and hello to Mrs Connie Hurt.  Connie is a new school mum with her eldest child just having started in 

Reception.  Connie brings with her a very strong financial background and is already fully immersed in governing 

matters.  

As we mentioned in one of the school newsletters, we currently have 2 governor vacancies.  We’ll be advertising 

these in the new year and would love to hear from you if you think you might be interested.  Candidates will need 

to have a strong interest in the education of the children at the school and we are especially looking for one of the 

vacancies to be filled by someone with an educational background. Full governing meetings happen on Thursday 

evenings once every half term and the different committee meeting times vary.  If you would like to chat to one of 

us without any obligation, please either find one of us in the playground (photo id is on the board near the school 

gate!) or ask Mrs Ham to put you touch. 

As you may know, the governors all sit on at least one committee as well as attending the main governing board 

meetings.  These committees are very focussed and most of them occur once every half term.  The committee 

meetings have been very well attended this term and the minutes and membership of the meetings can be found 

on the school website. 

As well as the committees, each governor has the responsibility for being the link to the school for a particular 

subject area, initiative or one of the priorities on the School Development Plan (SDP).  This can also be found on the 

website.  These links enable us to challenge, support and feed back to the rest of the governing board and the Multi 

Academy Trust (MAT).  This term, governors have been visiting staff and classes to look at the SDP priorities, 

safeguarding, pupil premium, e-safety and assessment as well as the school subjects including literacy and 

numeracy.  

Before you settle down with a sherry and mince pie, we would like to invite you to complete the short online survey 

about the school which is available through the Ofsted website.  Ofsted will view the survey results as well as 

looking in detail at all the information available on our school website prior to their next visit to Horsington, so we 

would greatly appreciate your input, thank you. Follow the link below to register and give your feedback. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

All that remains is for us to wish you a very happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in the new year. 

All the best, Sarah Holmes - Vice Chair of Governors 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

